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CONDITIONS
PLANTING

e Toremain in compliance with State regulations, application of commercial fertilizers or animal manures (N and
P} are not allowed on a field that is intended to receive or is receiving cover crop incentive payments prior to
February 15. In the case of a hardship, manure may be allowed to be applied to enrolled land in the fall only
after receiving approval from the Kent Conservation District (KCD) Board of Supervisors or their designee. If
the cover crop has not already been planted, it must be planted within 7 days of manure application.
Examples of hardships might include heavy rains that fill to capacity or overflow a liquid manure storage
structure or diseased poultry litter that must be removed from the house immediately. The Board of
Supervisors has the right to approve or disapprove such requests.

¢ Farmers will self-certify in writing that program provisions have been met prior to receiving payment. Each
program participant must review the FSA maps and certify the fields planted with KCD by the dates listed.
Failure to do this will result in no cost-share payment and withdrawal from the program. Field checks will be
conducted on all reported acres.

e Due to possible environmental plant stresses, management practices, or the large amount of plant residue left
by small grains in a double cropped soybean system, establishment of cover crops may vary which will require
further investigation. If no visible establishment is present and applicants are unable to provide all necessary |
planting documentation, the KCD Board of Supervisors may deem applicant ineligible for payment.

o Copies of seed tags, including homegrown seed, are required. Seed tags must include the following: lot
number, seed testing date, germination percentage above 80%, and noxious weed/inert matter percentage. S

e Homegrown seed testing must be completed by a Delaware or Maryland seed laboratory within 6 months of
the planting date. Testing must be conducted on a per storage unit basis (i.e., grain bin) and grain must test
80% or higher in germination.

o Aerial seeding (airplane or drone) must be completed by the listed dates and at the required rates. Receipts
for aerial application must be provided with FSA farm field and tract numbers along with seed tag/germination
records before payment will be made. Specifically for drones, you must submit the drone flight plan history
when self-applying along with all other required documentation.

» Planting of cover crops on hay ground, pasture, berms or ponds is not eligible.

» Planting of cover crops can only be done on tillable acres that have been or will be harvested and replanted.

» Cover crop acres must be physically located in Kent County, Delaware.

DESTRUCTION

o QOptions for end-of-winter management include killing by a "burn-down" herbicide, roller crimper, plowing it
under (includes ripping, strip tillage, chisel plow, disking, etc.), winter kill, green chop and/or hay baling (for
on-farm use only by the applicant — no resale or distribution of any kind), before planting the new crop.

» Program participants must review and certify their FSA maps and submit a completed cover crop destruction
form, indicating that the cover crops were destroyed between March 15 - May 31, 2027, in accordance with the
guidelines. Failure to report destruction by June 4, 2027, will result in nonpayment.

e Cover crop payments will be paid once the participant reports in writing that the crop has been destroyed in
an approved manner in accordance with the guidelines. You will receive ONE payment.

« No payment(s) will be made until the required documentation is provided.

» Harvesting is no longer allowed within the KCD Cover Crop program.

GRAZING
e Grazing on KCD cost-shared cover crops requires prior approval by the KCD Board of Supervisors:
Farmer must submit a written request to KCD at least two weeks prior to grazing livestock.
o The request must identify the fields to be grazed and the number and type of animals.Grazing cannot be
done on fields that were previously planted in hay ground/and or pasture.
o Cover crop must be well established. Under optimal conditions, grazing can commence 6 to 8 weeks after
planting and after 2-week written notification.
o KCD reserves the right to deny a grazing request based on poor crop establishment, too many animals per
acre, or other conditions that may apply.



